Summer conference message 1
The Mercy of God.
Psalm 136

As we know, God has many attributes, none moretgréhan the other. All of God’s attributes arehe
fullest. Each of us possess certain attributesréatgr depth than perhaps others. Some of us are mo
caring than others, while some of us show more thae others, and while this is not a good or Inéabt |
believe we all possess these attributes to a pedegree. | can think of no one in Maranatha that i
uncaring or unloving, no one at all, but certaiogle do come to mind when you think about some with
great care, or with great love, or with great hitmil

And yet God possesses all His attributes to thiedtyyland there is no one attribute of His thagrisater
than the other. The world today will tell you ti@bd is a God of love, and that is most definitelydGHe
knows and exudes and demonstrates love to thestfdleery day. Look around you at creation and kee t
love He put into creating a world that literallyptenishes itself. Look at the great love He hadsfoners,
to send His Son to die upon Calvary. So | wouldeaghat God is a God of love, and thank God thaisHe
He knows love to no end, He is the epitome of |dv@vever that usually is the only attribute of Gothat
you ever hear mentioned.

But God is also a God of power, of faithfulness,godice, of peace, and of wrath amongst many other
things. You will rarely hear the last one — thatdGe a God of wrath. God is as capable of wrathamger

as He is love, and many times He will show His Wwiay simply leaving you alone. God is so unlike kds,
demonstrates His power differently, He does nothilogs in order to impress us, or in order to shdig/
power, or in order to get an atheist to believelim. | have often wondered why He wouldn't justilgran
atheist dead that questions His existence, but kthealize, and thank Him that He doesn’t, becadse
doesn't strike me dead when | sin against Him, wihgmould know better.

Yet of all the attributes of God, there is one thaave not yet mentioned, which is the One | wdikd to
speak about today. When God created this worldjéfaonstrated His love. When He cast Satan outeof th
heavens He demonstrated His anger, and all of thibskbutes in between were possessed at this borte,
the attribute | would like to talk about today isshinercy. And think about thisthe attribute of mercy is
aresult of sin, for wherethereis no criminality, there can be no mercy. If Adam had not sinned in the
garden God could never have demonstrated His gnesity. Therefore mercy is an attribute directly
related to the fall of man. If we never sinned ti@ud could never have mercy upon us, there woulddbe
need for it.

Sin is not a good thing. Sin ought to be the masédh thing in a believers life. Sin is what naited Lord
Jesus Christ to the cross. Sin is what causedti@oBather to turn His eyes from Calvary as His &aed

out for mercy. His Son is His most prized possesdioce Apple of His eye, and yet He gives us somgth
that He did not even give His Son, and that is mefie withheld mercy from His Son upon the cross!

You must have sinned against God in order to hageeyn and His Son was sinless. God the Father could
have no mercy upon His Son, because there wasngothi Him to forgive, and yet because of the
heinousness of our sin, wonderful mercy was paossibl

Because of the sacrifice of His Son upon Calvaggabse of sin, because we have committed a crime
against God, He can show mercy, something that élddwnever have been able to have upon the unfallen
angels, but He can have upon fallen man. His meithyextend to us forever, even out yonder in eitgrn

as the 138 Psalm reads, “His mercy endureth forever.”

Now there is a reason for the Holy Spirit to hauelsrepetition in this Psalm we just read. Theee ray
wasted words in the Bible. God has revealed of idifranly what He wants us to know. He has only done
so in 66 books, anHe wants us to know that He is a God of mercy. That is a microscopic portion of
what He could have revealed of Himself, thereforerg book, every chapter, every verse, every word
ought to be read with the utmost spiritual concaime Holy Spirit, in this chapter, is obviously itrg to




teach us something very important, that is the tgdeath of God’s mercy, which knows no bounds, and
that it will also endure forever.

In this Psalm we read of 26 acts of mercy that @ad Father performed, and every act of mercy He
performed was undeserved. How is it that any otas possibly sit here today and think that we are
entitled to anything from God apart from His wrath®d yet, He is merciful. We were birthed in simoyriv
anti-Christ, born with nothing but a hatred towa@isd, and yet He was merciful to you a sinner. &gsh
you were raised in the church, and yet knew notbinitpe truth except what a Sunday school teactsr m
taught you, and yet He was merciful unto you a &iniYou had your own pre-conceived ideas of Who
Christ was, of Who God was, and yet God was stétaiful to you a sinner. Some of us, like myself,
taunted Him, challenged Him, cursed Him, and yetds merciful to us as sinners. Just the factybat
are here today is an act of God’s mercy. God’s yneannot be downplayed, it cannot be underestimated
for it is the only thing keeping you out of helltats very moment — He was merciful to you, a sinne

Imagine for just one moment if you dare, that Gad ho mercy, it was not an attribute of His. Whextilp
we would be inWe would have no hope, we would be sitting hedayp knowing that we sinned against
God, and the only thing to look forward to beyorehth would be eternal judgment. Think of that for a
moment — what hope would there be to even liveleralay? Imagine if His mercy had limits? Imagine
you could, because so sinful and so rotten that\@mad no longer extend mercy unto you? But Godsdoe
not, He knows no limits, and His mercy reachesdgths of the sea and it endures forever.

There is a difference between mercy and gracegrface is bestowed upon all men in the form of God’s
restraining hand upon the world of unbelieversslan act of grace for each unbeliever to awaker ea
morning and go throughout the day without fully exipncing God’s wrath upon them. One day, that lwrat
will come, but until then, His grace and His meprgvent Him from action. Do you believe that? | bop
that you do — God’s grace and His mercy preventa Hfom action. Whereas mercy is reserved for the
believer, and it is a result of sin in their livasid remember unless there is criminality therisnercy. It

is pure sovereign grace alone which determinesxkecise of His mercy.

God is under no dictate to show mercy to anyonerothan whosoever He wills to do so. This is
established, For he saith to Moses, | will have mercy on whomwill have mercy, and | will have
compassion on whom | will have compassion. Soitliemot of him that willeth, nor of him that meth,

but of God that sheweth mercfRomans 9:15,16)God alone has the freedom for administering mercy.
And as | will show you in a moment, He is the ofdlge that could truly show mercy. He does so because
we are sinners, we have sinned against Him, we g mercy otherwise our sin could not be forgiven
but what is the criteria for God to show mercy ugomeone? The answer lies in these verses in Romans
If my child were to come to me and ask, “what dibéske for God to have mercy upon me,” what woluld
say?

First, you must have sinned against Him, whichoélus have. In sin did my mother conceive me, said
David, and so we know that we are sinners from eption. Imagine that! The moment you are conceived,
you are a sinner in the eyes of Gbdt also you are eligible for mercy! Although that is disputed by most
people in the world of religion, the hope that cenfiem that is monumental. Because it allows Jesus
Christ to be our representative, just as Adam isrepresentative for sin, Jesus Christ is our isgrtive

for salvation. You need not do anything to be ansin God has declared you are from the womb. And
likewise, you need do nothing for salvation, God Haclared those upon whom He will bestow mercy.

So in order for God to show mercy, you first mustd sinned against Him, and so thusly everyonepxce
for unfallen angels and the Trinity, qualify forath Secondlywhat prompts God to show mercy is His
own good will? His will is under subjection to no one, leastabffallen man. Man’s will does not, can not,
and will not ever supercede that of God’s, otheewite would cease to be God. Everything in the Bible
would cease to be true and open to fallacy if Gad @ver subject to man and man'’s free will. Youasin
for mercy but will only receive it, if it is God'good will to do so.

This matter of walking down an aisle, saying a fsards, and then being born again is a lie. Thatldvou
make God subject to man. This matter of the agacobuntability makes the Bible a lie, God a liard a



God subject to man, not to mention the mockery d@kes of the blood of Christ. This matter of God
bestowing mercy freely, liberally, and at the will whosoever asks is appalling. It flies in theefauf
everything that is taught about God in the Bildleercy is a direct result of sin, and since only God can
forgive sin, only God can show mercy. | supposs ihe only good thing to have come out of sin, Gudl
offered His Son upon Calvary in order that He migfimbw mercy upon whosoever He wills, and therefore
mercy is one of the most precious attributes Gabpsses.

Furthermore, there is nothing one can do to meetcyn If mercy was something to be merited, then it
would not be mercy. In a court of law, when youothryourself upon the mercy of the court, you are
basically stating — | will do whatever your recommdation is, and | will pray for leniency. A.W. Rialso
said, “nor is it the merit of Christ which moves &Gto bestow mercies upon His elect, that would be
substituting the effect for the cause.” Mercy itally without merit. Certainly it was the death Ghrist
upon Calvary which enables God to act in mercy ugp@nsinner, but it is not due to the righteousradss
Jesus Christ, but rather to the good pleasure af<Gaill. Remember that - the effect is that God ha
mercy upon us because of the righteousness oftChusthe cause of God’'s mercy is due to His oxee f
will. Otherwise He would be subject unto Christddhat is not Scriptural.

Nothing moves God to act apart from His free walhd His good pleasure. The only reason you are not
burning in hell at this very moment is because ofi& good pleasure. The only reason you have hope
today is because of God’s good pleasure. The ardgan Christ died for you is because of God’s good
pleasure, and the only reason God has had any mpmyyou is because it is in accordance with kis o
good pleasure. Mercy cannot be merited. Salvateamot be merited, grace cannot be merited, nothing
from God can be merited, especially when we haweesl against Him as we have.

In the tabernacle, we are all aware that theretovdi® a mercy seat. It was to be made of pure goltht
alone is symbolic of what a high price was placedrumercy by God. It could have been made of siwer
bdellium or beryl or onyx, or any of the many otlgems spoken of in the Scriptures, but to showhtgh
price God places upon mercy, He had declared lieatercy seat be made of gold. And not just duldl,
pure gold, which indicates that all the impuritigsere to be taken out. God’s mercy was and is pui,
untainted, and the mercy seat was to be a repsggenbf His mercy. It was where the sinner came to
receive mercy from God the Father.

The mercy seat was the name for the lid of theoitke covenant which contained the law, the maand,

the rod that budded. The mercy seat was where Gddtsat He would commune with mankind, and it was
also to be located in the most holy place. All ledde sing out to us the absolute importance of yresc
well as God’s high estimate of it. How many times/é we not placed God's mercy on the highest of
pedestals in our lives? | dare ask for a show ofdeaas to how many here today thanked God for His
mercy in bringing you safely here. I'm sure that#sked several would honestly raise their habdswhy

do | think that not all of us would? Because we ailyself included, take God’'s mercy for granted. We
actually tempt God when we fail to thank Him forsHinduring and everlasting mercy to us as a believe
As an unbeliever, you rarely thought about His metmut that does not excuse us now that we are
believers, and ought to know better.

We also ought to know that our long, wordy prayaftentimes are not pleasing to Him. In our study on
prayer that we did several years go in Panama Glity, book of Ecclestiastes really helped us in
understanding some of what prayer is. “Keep thyt felen thou goest to the house of God, and be more
ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fofdsithey consider not that they do evil. Be natravith thy
mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to uttgrthimg before God: for God is in heaven, and thpon
earth: therefore let thy words be few” (Ecclesiagiel,2). Although we know that God will be mertifu
only unto those He wills to have mercy upon, wk lsdar the heart of the publican as he smote fdadi,

and said, “God be merciful to me a sinner.”

A true believer understands that mercy is not mdritmercy is totally of God, and yet that is oneHid
many outstanding attributes. God receives nothioghnfus when He bestows His mercy, what can He
possibly expect from creatures who have nothingive but what they have received? Yet we cannot use
this as a means of ingratitud®Vhat good is our admiration of His mercy without our thanks? Don't




you know that God loves to hear thankfulness frois ¢hildren? Do you think that God is just some
unobtainable Deity that does not need or desire felowship? He could if He wanted, but He doesn't
He calls for you, He beckons to you to fellowshifglhwHim, to be mindful and thankful for His tender
mercies. Thank God for His mercy, He did not neebtdstow it upon us. The publican would not so much
as even lift his eyes towards the heavens wherskedahis of God. What has changed that we cambe s
rash with our mouths? God is God, He will alwaysGma. He holds our lives in His very hands. Because
His is gracious, He allows rain to fall upon botie fust and the unjust, but this type of grace auedcy
upon the unjust will not last forever, it will edhe day.

What we can learn from this publican is a respectaf Sovereign God, to understand that mercy comes
only from Him and no other. The publican understtioat God’s mercy was the only hope that he had.
God’'s mercy is the only hope that you or | havedAme have done nothing to merit it. We are born
sinners, born dead in trespasses and sins, and Badereign God, for some reason known only to Him,
not reached down and touched our very souls with Htbly Spirit, we would be in a hopeless situation
today.

But many today do not see themselves in this pligitause they believed in a god that only existhén
imagination of whatever denomination they happeheadollowing at the time. Nor do they know or care
to know anything of His mercy. Some are more Idgatheir denomination and will changes philosophies
based upon whatever their pastor says. But God noeshange, He never has and never will. Sinris si
mercy is mercy, and because of sin, there is mamy,| find that to be an excellent, most wondriout.

God is merciful to the sinner, and it is completefymerited. In the Scriptures He calls us His fierHis
brethren, His children, His spouse, the membendistbody, and the apple of His eye amongst a hbst o
many other kind, compassionate terms. AlthoughGad is full of majesty, honor, purity, kindnessydo

and tender mercy, He is not ashamed to own you and bestow His love, grace, peace, and mercy upon
such unsightly outcasts as we are. Not only thathiels now made a union with those that are mendbers
His body. With unmatched mercy and patience, Hesbedth our infirmities, all our provocation of Him

all of our inconsistencies, all our unfaithfulnes® ingratitude, and yet He remains ready to ferghose
whom He loves all because of His tender mercy.

God is merciful to the sinner. To see God’s estamadtsin we need not look any further than Calvatgd

sin been a trifling thing with God, He could hawsked for an offering, any offering other than Hidyo
begotten Son. But the horribleness, the heinousofess calls for nothing short of the death of thard
Jesus Christ. Because we have sinned, He will haamey, and as | said earlier, God gives us somgthin
that He withheld from His very own Son.

Upon Calvary, He withheld mercy from His very owonSon the account of you and I. If anyone ever
deserved mercy it was Jesus Christ. It anyonemeeeited the mercy of God, it would be His only bigo
Son. If anyone ever earned the love and mercy af, @owas our Lord and Saviour, and yet there at
Golgotha hung our Lord and Saviour, beaten, blahdéused, mocked, ridiculed, hated, jeered, railed
upon and all the while mercy never came. How it trhas/e pained the heart of God to watch His Son
perish upon the cross for sinners, and how desggrtie angels wanted the Heavenly Father to show
mercy to His Son, but that was not His will. Outthiea had to be appeased for sin, and it was the afut
Christ to do so because He was the only One thaldc&od is merciful to us today because of Jesus
Christ, don't ever forget that.

Many of you have heard of Charles Wesley I'm siite.and his brother John founded what today is the
Methodist religion. The fact that it derives itsnmafrom the word “method” ought to be a warninguto
right there. He was a die hard Armenian, he betleaad taught man's free will, and went so far as to
chastise men that spoke out on God’'s Sovereigugn great men such as Augustus Toplady. But Charle
Wesley, with all his faults, loved the Lord Jesusri€t, | mean truly loved the Lord in a manner that
shames me far too often.

Upon his death, his diaries were published, andai$ discovered that he broke every waking moment
down into 20 minute segments, and he would recadynof these segments. His goal was to not allosv on



single segment of time to elapse without eitherveosing with his Lord and Saviour, or meditatingpaop

the Word. He deemed himself a complete failuresihfissed so much as one of these 20 minutes segment
a day. Now why am | telling you that? Because yauehgot to train your flesh to keep your heart and
mind upon Christ. | wonder how much time lapsesrduour day without so much as a godly thought?
But he was someone who thought so much of Chréstith not want even 20 minutes to go by without his
Saviour as a part of his thoughts. And what he domost profound was the mercy of God. He would twel
upon that time and time again, how God could hateneled such great mercy to common sinners.

Yet that which God extends towards man, He didewen extend towards His Son as He perished upon the
cross of Calvary. As our Saviour hung upon Calvary,hear those horrible words resonate throughwmut t
Scriptures, “Eli, Eli lama sabachthani, that issey, My God, my God why hast thou forsaken me?” Our
Lord was there upon the cross to perish for ous,gite was there in order for God the Father todme
show great mercy to you, and to |. As our Lord hupgn the cross, He revealed to us during this most
sacred time, His feelings and thoughts. Our Lorevkrnvhy His Father was punishing Him, He knew why
He was being chastened, He knew why He has beintgeasmHe knew why He was being mocked,
ridiculed, spat upon, jeered at, these things Hankrbut that was not His question. His question whyg

was He being forsaken there upon the cross.

Brethren, if that question does not stab you inhéart, if that question does not bring you to shatien

you might very well consider your personal relasioip with Jesus Christ today. You see, | beliewg,In
know, that as He hung there and spoke those wtiraisHe was not dying for a massive amount of pzopl
He was not dying in order that every man, womarghild ever born would have an opportunity to atcep
Him as Saviour. | know that because God treasurisdSén far too much to let Him perish without
specifically knowing for whom He was dying. Whernuyonderstand this, it becomes personal, much more
personal.

You will rarely hear men preach on the heinousmdgbeir sin, and the heinousness of what was done
Christ that day because it is not personal. Bybif were the only person God ever elected untcasalv,

our Saviour still would have had to have enduret/&sg, and | am certain that He would have just for
you. He was forsaken by man, and forsaken by Gethdsforsaken by man was nothing new to Him, that
did not cause Him to cry out, but being forsakenGnd was more than this GodMan could bear, for He
shortly thereafter gave up the Ghost.

There are times that we might feel forsaken by Gatlwe have this assurance “I will never leavesther
forsake thee.” We are taught here by our Lord aanddsir that if we ever feel forsaken by God, thesttis
the time to pray, the time to cry out to God. Wisambears heavily upon you, and you cannot seebe to
able to bear the weight of it any longer, thathie time to cry out to God, His mercy will come, for
endureth forever. Yet this very mercy He bestowsnups was withheld upon Calvary, and for that | am
both saddened and humbled.

And yet in Jesus Christ the Scriptures say, “Meamay truth are met together; righteousness and pfeaee
kissed each other.” (Psalm 85:10). The only red@od has mercy upon you or | today is because of His
Son, the only reason any truth is revealed to ydo dtoday is because of His Son. The only reagerare
righteous, the only reason there is peace in @aslis because of Jesus Christ. Had God not detidiee
merciful to us through the Person of the Lord Je3Slisst, we would have no hope today. Please den't
those words be just that — words. They have meaaimgeaning that is so full of depth that it con&ler

be fully plummeted in this life.

We have hope because of the Lord Jesus ChristHéatbt perished upon Calvary, the entire world \doul
be in a hopeless state. Every man, woman, and etiéd born would have nothing but eternal hellfoe
look forward to as they paid the price for sinnagpinst God. We must never, ever, ever take fartgda
the Lord Jesus Christ, and yet far too often wel #oow that | take Him for granted every day. lyoread

or study when it is convenience to me. | only prdhen it is convenience to me. Days on end wilbgo
that | totally overlook the minute by minute mescthat God has bestowed upon me through His San, ou
Beloved Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.



Our daily prayer ought to be, “Withhold not thouythender mercies from me, O LORD: let thy
lovingkindness and thy truth continually preserve.iWebster's Dictionary defines mercy as such:
“compassionate or kindly forbearance shown towardsffender or enemy”. We are enemies against God,
otherwise it could not be called mercy! Yet thet that we are enemies is what gives us the grelabgst.

God is the Maker, the Creator of all things, andw@sh He has complete dominion and authority oller a
We read, “Shall the thing formed say to him thanfed it, Why hast thou made me thus? Hath not the
potter power over the clay, of the same lump to enake vessel unto honour, and another unto
dishonour?” (Romans 9:20,21). Now | know of no ¢eegassage of Scripture to prove God's total
Sovereignty other than these verses. He has th@uddsight to make every vessel ever born a vessel
wrath, it is His omnipotence that entitles Him batt But it is His mercy that allows Him to makearso
vessels, vessels of mercy.

We have all heard the voice of idiots saying, 4tjonan’t see a God of love sending a soul to hilthich

| say, “man has no rights”, we lost our rightstie garden, we sinned our rights away. God has eigiy
to cast each of us into hell today, and it is drégause of His mercy that any of us, believersorlive to
see even another sunrise. God would be just, HédWamiso just, to simply smash this world with yand

I in it, right into the depths of hell, turn His ddaupon us, rid Himself of the stench of sin that ave
created. We have sinned against a thrice holy Gledcannot, does not, and will not tolerate sin.isle
Holy, He is Just, He is Righteous, He will alwayswihat is right, and to dare say, to dare thinkoodare
imply that somehow we have rights is abhorrentavehno rights, | lost them in Adam, and thusly | am
sinner. That is not a matter of fairness, it isater of God's righteousness, and He declaresdbhktkat
sinneth it shall die.

Brethren, if you die tonight without Christ as ydsaviour, it is not God’s fault. Just the fact tigati can
hear the truth is an act of mercy, but to turn fiidnto not believe it, to go back to your sinfudtpetic life

is incomprehensible. And then to dare stand andlsstyGod owes man something, or that a God of love
would not do something is just wrong, plain wroglump of clay, a lump of dead clay cannot tell the
potter what to create from him, he is dead, henwalife, he has no rights, and the point here & thGod

has chosen to be merciful to you a sinner, thenowaht to thank Him daily for that. Thank Him foisH
mercy even if He shows you no mercy, because H&oid, He is Righteous, Holy, and Sinless, and will
one day hold you accountable for the things thatlyave both said and done.

We talk about God’s Sovereignty, and the Armenakstabout man’s free will, but it really doesn’atrer

to God, He could care less about the multitudeschvitielieve that they have some say so about their
salvation. Because if He cared He could send dowiaze of fire in an instant, and set things strgigut
again, it is His mercy with restrains Him from dgiso. That, and the fact that we are presentindivin

the age of grace, where God will not act apart fgyate and mercy.

Our Lord said, “But | tell you of a truth, many waels were in Israel in the days of Elias, when teaven

was shut up three years and six months, when fgedhe was throughout all the land; but unto nohe o
them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a citydoihSunto a woman that was a widow. And many leper
were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the proplatd none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the
Syrian” (Luke 4:25-27). Notice that Naaman was @e¢n an Israelite!!! Now that was a display of both
Sovereignty and mercy. God chose, not man, only, @od He had mercy upon the least expected.

Which is yet another quality of God’s mercy — ibis those that seemingly deserve it least. | anpénfect
living example of one that deserved no mercy wheatsofrom God. | had done nothing except aggravate
and anger Him my entire life. | was on a collismourse, and should have rightfully stayed on #inhed
freely, and | loved sinning. | failed to thank Gfmdl anything good in my life, and only acknowleddéiin

in my use of profanity. You are looking today atr@mne that God really went out on a limb to show
mercy to because | wanted nothing to do with Hirh.<0re, due to my upbringing | was somewhat moral,
but I wanted nothing from God at all, least oftdi$ tender mercy.

But He did have mercy upon me, and therefore | ugk the same tongue that | used to curse Him,taow
praise Him. Some people in the fellowship have m&lthat some of my messages sound a bit like &harl



Spurgeon which | take as a great compliment becaulsse how he speaks so glowingly and so
compassionately and so lovingly about Jesus Chrigétermined many years ago that when | stand in

front of you to speak, | am going to use my onde tongue that spewed forth profanity to speak whH
lovingly.



