Message 2,3

Many, many years ago, about 35-40 to be exactdllrgoing to a nursing home with my father. It veas
nursing home that he went to quite regularly, anddume that it was part of his duties of beingsiqr at

a local church. It was at this same nursing horaé iy dad would have me tell the elderly peopleehe
time and time again about my salvation experiehizal | not recited it so many times, | don't knovatt
would be able to recall it today, but it went sonieg like this: | knew that | wanted to go to heawehen |
died, so my dad and | knelt by my bed, and | asle=iis into my heart. Then my dad would say, “Ndlw te
them how old you were when that happened,” anduldvgleefully say, “three years old.” Invariabgnd
without fail, that comment would always solicit asp of joy from whoever was listening to the story.

Now that was my salvation experience growing up.m&mory of the actual event, but | believed that |
was saved because my dad told me that | asked Iesusy heart at the age of three. Interestingly
enough, about a decade later my dad learned aldb&ine of grace, and no longer did | find thatds
telling that story. Now most of us, if we were imtwed in churches years ago, have some sort of aimil
story which | am sure they can relate. Perhap®itlevinvolve some sort of experience you had, oybea

a prayer that you said, or an aisle you walked d@md you truly believed that you were alright w@bd.

Now if | had stayed in the churches, especiallyig ¢hurch, then | would have hundreds of people
reminding me weekly of what a great Christian | amd | would never doubt whether or not | were ever
even saved, and that is a pity. Brethren, | am g@aoinquote the Lord Jesus Christ, “For what is anma
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, andddss own soul” (Matthew 16:26). Beloved there muany
today that are losing their soul and have no ithea they are doing so. | know that | sound likerakbn
record, and have stated this a hundred or morestitngt please listen again for the one hundredfiastd
time — the very first verse God ever used to retlealtruth to my soul was, “For by grace are yeedav
through faith” (Ephesians 2:8).

| love, absolutely love telling believers of my e@nsion experience. | don't care to tell it to digieus
person because it is meaningless to them, buf ak,af you are a believer today, can remembernwve
first began to fall in love with Jesus Christ. lasvnot due to a prayer of ours, not due to joirsame
denomination, but it was the Word of God which @aligs to do so. If that is not your case todayn e
might question your salvation. Oh, you may not bk do pinpoint an exact time or moment, but | am
certain of this — if you are a believer today, tlyen hold the Scriptures in the highest of regéod they
are what saved your soul.

“For by grace and ye saved through faith,” | knesthing more than that. | was raised in the churaised

in a religious home, but all | had was head knogéedand nothing more, until that night on July 2992,
when the words, “for by grace are ye saved thrdagh” became so simple to me.l immediately wondere
why would | then have to say the sinners prayes; thien do | have to live a moral life, why thenldwave

to join their church, if | am saved by faith thréuthe grace of God. Now at that time, | had nothimg
place my faith in other than that verse, but oterdourse of time, and of study, | began to haveeraod
more to place my faith in.

We may all believe various things regarding thefbares, and we may not all agree on all things,dsu
certain of this one thing — believing the gospelisat saves your soul. The first time the word fog5is
ever used it is in accordance with the gospel efkihgdom in Matthew 4:23. This was preached dutiireg
ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ therefore it wagperative to believe the good news of the coming
kingdom on earth. No mention here of the deathighuand resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christt, flue
good news of the kingdom.

But after the death of Christ, the word “gospelhtinues to be used in the Scriptures, and a caséfidly
of this word will show that only in one place i®tgospel defined. In other words in the eighty fiines
the word is used after the four Gospels, in onlg ease does it define what the gospel is. Therefore
without this one instance, had the Holy Spirit moitten this, we would be hard pressed, very haesged
to have chapter and verse regarding what we betlevgospel to be. | think that any Bible studemild
study, especially the book of Romans and clearfewstand what the gospel is, but to leave no ddRdni|



penned these wordsMbreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gosplicty | preached unto you, which
also ye have received, and wherein ye stadywhich also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what |
preached unto you, unless ye have believed in viaor.| delivered unto you first of all that whidtalso
received, how that Christ died for our sins accaglto the scriptures; and that he was buried, dmat he
rose again the third day according to the scripgirél Corinthians 15:1-4).

| believe that everyone seated here today knowselieves that Jesus Christ is our only hope. Ymomk

that it is the gospel that saves your soul, but gs0e know that this is not a one time thing. Yaurmt

believe something and then that’s it. Your Christéxperience is a life long experience from the miim
you receive life from God until the moment you ddetrue believer can never tire of hearing thehrathe

gospel is what saved your soul, and thereforedid not preach the gospel, if | do not remind youhait

which saved your soul, | am not doing my duty.

| believe that it is our duty to both mourn andreg in the death of Jesus Christ, that we notassige in
His death, but rather realize that it was our kit hailed Him to Calvary. When we look to Calvang
see the Godman hanging there on our behalf. We &aw@ld out there that does not see the deathafs]
Christ as a personal thing,. They view the deathunfSaviour as something that was done on theltetha
every living man, woman, and child, therefore itnist personal, and it does not cut to the quickt Bu
brethren, you must see, and you must know, thalyestépe He felt was on your behalf. All of thesjangs
and mockings were done because of you, and becétiis love for you, as one of God’s elect.

All the way back to the garden of Eden, God revéladseffect of imputation. Imputation is an import
thing to understand. A very, very important thimgunderstand. Adam sinned against God, he broke the
one law that God gave him which was not to partakéhe fruit of the tree. In doing so, Adam was
declared to be a sinner. God told Adam, “But & titee of the knowledge of good and evil, thoutshat

eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest thetthoiu shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:17). | am quéetain that
God had to explain to Adam what death was becaulsemfhad no knowledge of it. As we know, Adam
did disobey, and he did die. We know that a dagssa thousand years with God, and that Adam, nor
anyone else ever lived for a thousand years, thexé€dod’s promise was sure.

But a valuable lesson was taught here, and th#ttas because of Adam's transgression we areraikess.
Paul states, “For ALL have sinned and come shothefglory of God” (Romans 3:23). David states, “In
sin did my mother conceive me” (Psalm 51:5). Buthpes Paul summed it up best when he wrote,
“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into thedyanhd death by sin; and so death passed uporeall m
for that all have sinned” (Romans 5:12). In alhof years growing up | don't know that | was evarght
that | am a sinner because of Adam. | thoughtltiats a sinner because | had sinned, but becausm’ad
transgression was imputed unto me, therefore logaseived as a sinner.

Now had | been taught this, | doubt that | wouldéngrasped it anyway, but | wonder how many people
today truly believe this. | am absolutely seriousew | say that you ought to ask one of your religio
friends that question. Ask them why they are aainham sure that they will state that it is besmthey
have sinned, but most people in the churches tddait even like to acknowledge that much. In addit

it really shoots the theory of the age of accouiitglright out of the water. But | recall that thiwas
something that stuck out about Dusty’s preachingvabeverything else. He was the first person | ever
knew that talked about sin in the life of a believe

Now lets ask a question: what did you have to doriter to become a sinner? You didn't ask Satan to
come into your heart. You didn’t have to wait ugtiu were old enough to sin. You didn’t even havsih

in order to be a sinner, but you are a sinner kmraduam was a sinner and his sin was imputed umio y
and unto all men for that matter. If you don’t enstand this matter of imputation to begin witterityou

will not ever be able to have a proper concepimoat the death of Christ accomplished on your bighat
how God can declare a sinner to be a saint throoghiork of their own.

Again, Paul sums it up best when he said, “Foryasrte man's disobedience many were made sinners, so
by the obedience of one shall many be made rigbte@®omans 5:19). That “One” being the Lord Jesus
Christ. Through His obedience, through His meriosi work upon Calvary, salvation is imputed unto



man. That leaves us with the question whether €hrigrk upon the cross was imputed to ALL men, or
just some. If His righteousness was imputed uiitmman, then all men would be saved. All men would
have a deep rooted love for Jesus Christ, a dasite like Him, to know more of Him, to respect His
Word, and this, of course, is not true. Thereftine,imputation of the righteousness of Christ d#fsom
that of Adam, because it is selective.

Man does not select whether or not the righteowsné€hrist is imputed unto him, and the proof lies
the fact that man did nothing to become a sinterefore he can do nothing to become a saint. Gfseo
any Armenian would deny that, but that is not tasecl am trying to make today. The issue befortedmsy
is “what must | do to be saved?” The answer wasdpas we read earlier, in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4ictvh
is by believing the gospel.

Oh there is more, much more to your salvation egpee, but without the believing of the gospel whic
saves your souls, there can be no imputation ofs€hholiness unto you. Just as Adam’s human &infu
nature was imparted unto you by no doings of yamn,othe righteous sinless nature of the Lord Jesus
Christ is imparted unto you due to no action oritrar your part whatsoever. We do know clearly, &nd
mean clearly, from the Scriptures that God will éawercy upon whosoever He chooses to have mercy,
which is found in Romans 9:18.

Yet anyone can believe the gospel. | think my ealteves the gospel. | think that my brother-in-law
believes the gospel, and yet | doubt that they lewee had a work of grace in their lives. But tisatot for

you or | to decide. | sometimes doubt whether drlram saved, so | need to focus upon myself, adal |
know that believing the gospel is the only hopd thiaave. If someone where to ask me today how do |
know that | am saved, | would have to say “Becdubelieve the gospel.” Now that would leave many
people dumbfounded and questioning if | even knéwatw was talking about, because most people expect
to have some sort of feeling, or emotion, or exgrae, whereas God does not necessarily move in that
manner.

All I can do is believe the gospel, and then aftat, believe everything else that | can aboutLibrel Jesus
Christ. The night | was quote-unquote saved, | daatessarily think that | even knew what the gbspe
was. | think that that came later, but what | ditbWw was that if God saved me that it would be tgtou
faith. I'm not even sure that | knew what | washave faith in other than it was faith that secuney
salvation, not the reciting of a sinners prayert &mewhere along the line, the gospel was revdaletk
through the Word, and | believed it by a graciociscd the Holy Spirit.

So in the time remaining, | must declare the gospéd you. It is simple, but nothing about the kfied
death of our Beloved Lord and Saviour was simple.life began just as it ended, hated by men, aed m
desiring His death. From Herod to Pilate, andtadke in between, our Beloved Lord was a wanted alan
His life, because He was the Son of God, He was Bimdself. One Who should have been born of
nobility, but was born in a stable.

His very birth boggles the mind of the most asartd careful readers in all of history. Even theslefwld
could not understand the prophecy of Isaiah, “Beéhalvirgin shall conceive, and bear a son, ant sak

his name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). Many supposedgewewish men have devoted their lives to proving
that this was not Jesus Christ, and that this cttileir Messiah, has yet to come. Many a sciehtistspent

a lifetime trying to disprove that a virgin coulsleg give birth. And so here, even is His motheranb,

His Deity is challenged!

Brethren, | cannot explain how a virgin could gbigth, but | believe it. | believe it more thanélkzve that
the sun is going to rise in the east tomorrow. Iraare certain that this was the Son of God, thiatwhas
Jesus Christ of whom Isaiah prophesied, than | theofact that | am standing here today. | amaiert
that this was the GodMan, the promised Messiah,Alpha and the Omega, the One Who loved me
enough to give Himself for me. | am certain thas thas He!

Jesus Christ was born of a woman, not of man. Hib@nalo we read in the Scriptures, that Jacob has t
son of Isaac, Isaac was the son of Abraham, andreguite certain who they are the son of, yetwf o



Saviour, it says He was “born of a woman” (Galatidm). His earthly father was not important, arid H
earthly father was not needed in order for Him ¢ocbnceived. He was special, He was different, lde w
God Personified, and there has never, and will negeanother of Whom this could be said. The irtgur
part of this is that God our Father stated thatduld be the seed of the woman, not the seed offridue,
that would bruise the head of Satan!

“But when the fulness of the time was come, God@ehthis Son, made of a woman, made under the law
to redeem them that were under the law, that wehimigceive the adoption of son§Galatians 4:4,5).
Jesus Christ was made under the law. He was nat amédam was before he fell, He was made under the
law just as if He were a fallen man upon whom these of the law had fallen. That is important to
understand, otherwise Jesus Christ could have Hisdsinless life here upon earth and then gonleeto
with His Father in heaven,and He would never Hzaet to die. But that was not to be, He was borreund
the law, subject to the law just as a common sinvess, Who had to die a death of a common sinner as
well, and He had to do so in order to bear ournmfies. It began upon His very birth and beingrbonder

the law.

He showed in His birth what sin made us. Out imrety, He was the Alpha and Omega, free from the la
and the curse of the law, free to be that whichahieays was — the God of all creation. But when étekt
upon Himself to be man, He came under the curgbdeofaw, and thusly it is written that He took upon
Him the form of a servant, a slave to the law, gatiHe was also the fulfillment of the law in evergint,

jot, and tittle. He achieved what no man beforafter ever could, and that is complete harmony with
law, no violation at any time in any manner. Natrass word ever came forth from His glorious lipst

an evil thought ever fled through His spotlessfusjrpure Mind. He was perfect. Pristine, witholgrish

in all manners, and yet we still deemed Him wontfigleath. He was born in order to die, He canthi®
world to be a sacrifice. We read, “Wherefore whendometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and
offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thoepared me” (Hebrews 10:5).

The time of His birth was very important as wedly He could have been born while the nation enjated
liberty, but rather He was born at the height & Roman empire. Which further implied the servaninf
which He undertook. The glorious Son of God wakdtihumility as He was also born in poverty, irsde

of a palace. He had a stable, instead of a gotégleradle. He had a manger, instead of costlyreppaur
Saviour wore rags, most likely hand-me-downs, amsteiad of being surrounded by servants, He was
surrounded by beasts. All of this is but a smaltament of His great humility. Of the fact that ¢é&ed not

for Himself or His surroundings or His comfort, M&as here to do the will of His Father. He was ia th
world, but never of the world. Yet look at how WkaliHim we are. We could not dare to live in Hiseho
for one day, let alone thirty plus years. He wdkdticourage, honor, bravery, love, compassiomn;se,
meekness, kindness, and yea | can see why thei8esalled Him the Altogether Lovely One.

There is also so much more that we could say rayattie birth of the Lord Jesus Christ, and to $ymp
overlook all of the humility, all of the shame, aflthe enmity that surrounded His birth is to kobw the
Saviour. We ought to want to know all we can regaydhe One Who loved us enough to give Himself for
us.

As He grew, He did not play as other children de.wbuld sit amongst the physicians and talk ofvibek

of His Father. Those that heard Him were astonistetis understanding and His answers. He Who
baffled the doctors with His great wisdom camehis tvorld to die, He came into this world for thaes
purpose of offering Himself up as a sacrifice uHie Father, and He spent His entire life doing\lilé of

His Father in heaven. At the time not many belietred this young boy was the promised Messiahher t
One that all the Scriptures prophesied. Believing ts all a part of believing the gospel, for i€t one
time had a sinful thought, or a sinful action, Heild not have been the Son of God.

His life is an open book, literally, open to ourwgmy. Looking at His life try to find any unkingss, any
inappropriate words or thoughts, and you will fititht there are none. He was pure, holy, undefiled,
sinless, perfect in all aspects of His life, fordsoould not accept an offering with even the skghtof
taint. | cannot help but wonder how many timesdssed our Saviour's mind during His sojourn hgrenu
earth that He would die the death of the cross,thatiHe would be abandoned by both God and male whi



at Golgotha. | suppose that would have consumedfalr minds and hearts throughout our entireslive
but we never hear any mention of it until the nilgbtore that most cursed, and yet most blessed day.

We know only a fraction of the things which our tdyoth did and said while He was here upon théheart
John wrote, And there are also many other things which Jesds ttie which, if they should be written
every one, | suppose that even the world itselfdcoat contain the books that should be written.eAfn
(John 21:25)But we do know that He was the promised Messighséald in the synagogues\rid there
was delivered unto him the book of the prophet &sahnd when he had opened the book, he found the
place where it was written, the Spirit of the Lasdupon me, because he hath anointed me to prdech t
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal thé&éambearted, to preach deliverance to the captiaes,
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at libetitiem that are bruised, to preach the acceptabée péthe
Lord. And he closed the book, and he gave it agathe minister, and sat down. And the eyes dhalin
that were in the synagogue were fastened on hinad h& began to say unto them, This day is thiptsoe
fulfilled in your ears”(Luke 4:17-21).

Now we must ask the question what does this hade twith the gospel? Because the gospel is howsJesu
Christ died, was buried, and rose again from theddeccording to the Scriptures. The Scripturestdtae

of this, they foretold of Him, and the first and shamportant step in believing the gospel is taehad that

He was the promised Messiah, that He was the OMé¢hofm the Scriptures prophesied. And that is sg ver
important. He was not a prophet, He was not a mexe, He was not even just a good man, He was God
incarnate, for anything short of that His sacrifieeuld have been meaningless.

As He offered himself upon the cross, He had feldilall the prophesies regarding His life, and now
regarding His death. Had but one of the hundrddsraphesies not have been fulfilled by Him, then |
might have to question whether or not He was the &God. But upon His death, even the centurions
said, “Surely this was the Son of God.” So beligvihe gospel begins with believing that He wasSha

of God, and that He did have the power to forgiws,sand that through imputation God imparts theyve
same righteousness which Jesus Christ had unto you.

Names have great meaning in the Bible, and muclbednld about the persons character from theirenam
Cains name meant “acquired,” or “gotten from Go8éth means “appointed by God.” Jacob means
“supplanter.” Noah means “rest or comfort,” and lammel means “God with us.” There you have even
more proof that Christ was Who He said He was — @i us. God tabernacling amongst us was the
meaning of His Name.

And still to this day, He is Immanuel. He is witk.He left His Spirit here to tabernacle with yodd.

He did not leave us unto our own. He knew that vegenbut flesh and blood ,and would take evil over
good every time. Our sinful natures do not deséis precious, dear, sweet Saviour to have perisimed
our behalf. We do not deserve to have Him stilhwis today, but He is. Jesus Christ is tabernatlerg
amongst us today if you are a believer. God givés $pirit to those that believe. That is the only
difference between you and your neighbor — the &ltimg Spirit of God. He is with us, He is a paftus,

He loved us enough to give Himself for us.

And He did give Himself for us. When we were unlolga He loved us. When we were God hating, He
loved us. Certainly there are a million times alionil things about Him to love, but what was it is that

He found to love? Most likely, nothing, but He loves with such passion that He gave Himself forans),
the Scriptures forever will remind us, “We love hifmecause he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). The
Altogether Lovely One took our rightful place up@ulvary. There was nothing in Him worthy of
crucifixion. There was nothing in Him worthy of deaThere was nothing in Him unlovable, and yet He
suffered the pangs of death on the behalf of yalila\nd that, brethren, is part of the gospelt tHa
would love you enough on no merit of your own teegHimself for you.

But the gospel could never be complete withoutrdseirrection, for had He not been victorious ober t
grave, we would still be dead in our sins. The 8ares state clearly, “Who was delivered for odentes,

and was raised again for our justification” (Roman®5). His victory over death signified that Heswa
Who He said He was, the Son of God. His victoryraleath gave us hope beyond the grave, a hope in a



future resurrection. His victory over death destapatan and the stranglehold which he had frorntirtee
of Adam. Until the resurrection of Christ, Sataridhdeath over the head of all mankind, but our 8els
Redeemer wrestled that power away from the devil.

We can never underestimate the resurrection, opdimesr of it. The open tomb, and the words “Heads n
here, He is risen,” ought to cause our heartsdp lgith joy with very thought that our Saviour datfed
death once for all, and in doing so, we have a hlmy®nd the grave. We know that He will one dageai
us up again and seat us in heavenly places with B@oause of His tender love, compassion, and mercy
yet it is due to the fact that He was raised affaim the dead.

Beloved, there are earmarks of a true believenu& believer will both think and talk glowingly diis
Saviour. A true believer loves to hears others tdlkim as well. | cannot, do not, and will not|l fa love
with the lord that is being proclaimed in most athes today. That is another Jesus, that is a pevibn
whom | am not familiar, and do not want to be. Tisah person who exists only in their imagination.
could not love a Saviour that died for no particydarpose or reason or other than to open the figmids
of heaven. | could not love a Saviour that lovedrgone including those that would reject His opéerro
of salvation to all mankind. | could not love a #aw that has no control over me, and was not Sxger
enough to keep me for all of eternity. | could tmte that kind Saviour, but let me tell you abouy m
Saviour in the remaining moments that | have thesmmg.

My Saviour is the One whom the Scriptures call Atiogether Lovely One. When it is said that He is
Altogether Lovely, it excludes all unloveliness fioHim. | went to the Smithsonian institute while in
Washington with Kasey for her school trip severdng ago, and saw what they call the hope diambnd.
is the biggest uncut diamond in the whole, but whate it so beautiful was its backdrop. The bksttki
color velvet added an even more brilliant reflectio it, and thusly it really added to it's beayhenever
you go to a jeweler and they show you a watch, tepot simply hold it up, they place it over theitists
for a back drop. You do not purchase clothes witlseeing how they look on you. All of these thimgse

a certain innate beauty, but when something eladded, they become even more appealing.

This is true with everything except our Lord Je€imsist. There is no back drop, there is nothing taan
possibly add more beauty to Him even when He statage. Every angle is full of beauty, thereforéyon
He is altogether lovely. John Flavel said, “He isea of sweetness without one drop of gall.” | kribat
each and every one of you here love the Lord JEkust, but how glowingly to speak of Him? When you
teach, or when you taught your children, how higtllg you regard Him to them? That matters, that
matters greatly, because the God of the Bible #esahe highest admiration that we can give Him.idHe
the Altogether Lovely One.

Most believe that you can't get enough of a goadghbut that is not necessarily true. An over igdace

in anything is not good. Even something as headthyxercising can turn into an over indulgenceas w
watching a show on A&E not too long ago where thiy was obsessed with working out and staying
healthy. He worked out an average of 6-8 timesya that's right 6-8 times a day. He took some three
hundred plus pills a week all in an attempt to staglthy. I'm sure it did not start that way, bloats how

he ended up, and not only is he obsessed withisthis idol.

And that is the danger with anything that you dahe extreme. It can become your god, and it is not
healthy for you after a point. But our Lord and ®av is the sole exception to the rule. It is nosgible to

get enough of Christ, to get enough knowledge,aeehenough love, to know Him enough, for the more
you know of Him, the more you want to know. He i®gether pure, honest, clean, sincere, lovely, and
therefore there is no danger in holding more ancerand more of Him.

The closer you draw towards something the moredlgau can find in it, but that is not the case vath
Lord. | have never seen the Mona Lisa, but | haengictures of it. Those that have seen it salythea
brush strokes are uneven, in some areas it is #mdkothers thin, and yet it is one the most paparel
beautiful paintings ever. Look at a butterfly soimet From a distance they really are beautiful, dase

up it is nothing but a caterpillar with wings. Lok the Hollywood movie stars. There are magazines
published that exclusively show what they look Mdghout their makeup.



There is nothing that truly looks more appealing thoser you get to it. The only exception is therd.
Jesus Christ. Look at Him, look at Him as closedyau can, and you will see only more and more tyeau
The harder you scrutinize Him, the more beautifel lecomes. Examine His life as closely as you can,
look for a blemish, even a mark, and you will natifone. Read every word ever written about Hingrgv
word He ever spoke, and you will find nothing extcppre kindness, love, compassion, and dignitylyOn
He could be called the Altogether Lovely One.



