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In today’s world | believe there are many beliewsr® should be more knowledgeable
about the role of confidence in their Christiae liln the course of these next two studies
| hope to present some thoughts about this sulsjectnanner that would be helpful to
you personally as a fellow believer.

It is my opinion that much of Christianity hastisgyht of the development of the
believer on the personal level. Many churches famusuch on the development of the
collective group that they may fail to see thaet@hristianity is a personal thing. The
life of the believer is based upon a personaliaahip with the Lord Jesus Christ in the
singular sense. The growth of the church collectiveuld result as a fruit of this singular
relationship. The true sincere believer will see& Lord while he may be found, to know
Him personally above everything else! It wouldnatter if this believer were the only
one in the entire world that sought to know thed;dre would want to know Him above
and before anything!

In this passage in Il Corinthians there are sonmgghsaid by the Apostle Paul that |
believe are the key to a confident Christian lifeope to be able to show you, my fellow
believers, how these things are the key to a watk @hrist, and how the progressive
development of these things will enable us as weekire believers to become the
confident people of God we should be.

|. The background of this letter

It is important when considering the scripture éaangsome knowledge concerning the
background of the book or letter. In this way weyrha able to gather some insight into
the circumstances surrounding the writing. Perhegsvill understand what the people to
whom it directly concerns would have gotten outvbiit was written. Knowing this, we
should be able to determine how what has beenenrgbncerns us, either directly or by
way of example.

A. When was it written

It is difficult to consider this question withousa taking into account the previous letter
of | Corinthians written by Paul to these sameeyais. These two letters are intertwined
in such a way that the second one cannot be caerdigathout acknowledgement of the
first letter. We must use one to provide a comnrgripon the other.

We know that this was the third letter, written®gul, included in the scripture. It was
written in response to previous encounters he htdthese people. Acts records two
visits Paul had with these people: they are in tdradl 8 and 20. The relationship Paul



had with these believers may be understood by deretion of the two letters that he
wrote to them.

A common theory held by scholars is that Paul e/fotr letters to these people, and
that he may have visited them more than the twowads recorded in Acts. Two of the
letters he wrote to them are included in scriptthie;other two are alluded to within these
two letters. The first mention of what is refertedas the lost letter is in | Cor. 5:9-11.
There is mention of what is known as the painftielein 1l Corinthians 2:4-13.

In Paul’s first visit to Corinth (Acts chapter 18 brought them the message of the
gospel and he saw a great work of the Lord amoaqtiAs is often the case when the
truth is taught, Paul also endured persecutiorethkso. After eighteen months with these
people he left for Ephesus. It could be from hbet he wrote what is termed the lost
letter, referred to in | Corinthians 5:9-11. Inghetter he spoke to them of the importance
of a believer in keeping himself morally pure froime rampant immoral practices that
were prevalent in their city (I Corinthians 5:9-1Blpelieve this letter was written prior to

| Corinthians which was also written to them aati time from Ephesus.

It is understood from Acts chapter 18 that aftel-isa was sent to Corinth by Rome as a
deputy or ruler (Acts 18:12) that real persecufrom the leaders of the Jews in that city
began. Paul had a great concern for the spirite#iane of these believers and knew that
they were under pressure from both the Jews amdl tihe heathen in their city. | Cor.
was written to these believers in response to squmestions they had and in the hope of
guelling the disputes that had arisen among them.

Paul’s third letter to these believers mentionedarpture (Il Corinthians 2:4-13, the
painful letter) may have been written prior to laist visit there in Acts 20:1-2. Corinth is
located in the Roman province of Achaia also knasi@reece. In 1l Corinthians Paul
speaks of an upcoming visit to them (Il Corinthid3sl) It could be this visit occurred
during Paul’s third missionary journey (Acts 20ganing that this letter, (the painful
letter), was written prior to this in preparatiar Paul’s visit, placing the writing of it
during the period covered in Acts chapter 19.

Il Corinthians was written to these believers aftee painful” letter, in preparation for
Paul’s visit in Acts chapter 20. This would makeédrinthians the second letter Paul
wrote to them, after “the lost letter”. It would k®all Corinthians the fourth letter he
wrote to them, after ‘the painful’ letter.

B. Why was it written

In reading the letters written to the Corinthianis iclear Paul had a great deal of interest
in them, not only as a group, but also personsMigat is known as Paul’s painful letter
to them is alluded to in Il Corinthians 2:4-13. Jhetter was brought to them by Titus
while Paul was in Macedonia. It apparently causaal Breat discomfort as he was not
sure how it would be received. Paul failed to nigtits at Troas with news of how this
letter was received by the believers in CorinthC@rinthians 2:12&13).



When Titus finally caught up with Paul in Macedo(liaCorinthians 7:5-8), he had news
of how the message from Paul had been received.\Wds great news to Paul; he speaks
of this in Il Corinthians 7:6-7. In this passageiPspeaks of his personal joy at the news
brought to him by Titus.

“Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that ast down, comforteth us by the
coming of Titus; And not by his coming only, but the consolation wherewith he was
comforted in you, when he told us your earnestrdegour mourning, your fervent mind
toward me; so that | rejoiced the more.”

In II Corinthians 1:24 it may be the news of thsule of the sending to them of what is
known as the painful letter that Paul has in miteéwhe spoke of the active faith by
which these believers stood.

“Not for that we have dominion over your faith, lawe helpers of your joy: for by faith
ye stand.”

In other words, Paul understood that their God4yifeeth was active within the hearts of
these believers so that they received his instindor what it was, a help for their faith.
He was not going to tell them what to do in oraeddéminate them, but rather to instruct
them so that their faith from God would correctriihe

The letter of Il Corinthians (Il Corinthians 13:1)as written to prepare these believers
for a visit from Paul, and as a measure of joy réigg their proper reception of what is
termed the painful letter from him.

C. What were the circumstances surrounding thisrlet

It is not recorded for us what Paul actually tdldge believers during his visit with them.
All that we have is the recorded correspondencehiddad with them. We do know that
his intent was to help them stand in their faitlQérinthians 1:24). We also know that
his intended result of not only this letter (thenpal letter), but also his forthcoming visit
with them was for their edification and growth hetthings of the Lord. Il Corinthians
13:8-11.

“For we can do nothing against the truth, but Fer truth. For we are glad, when we are
weak, and ye are strong: and this also we wisim gwar perfection. Therefore | write
these things being absent, lest being presentuldhuse sharpness, according to the
power which the Lord hath given me to edificatiang not to destruction. Finally,
brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfoet,of one mind, live in peace; and the
God of love and peace shall be with you.”

From these verses we learn of the care and co@rhhad for these people not only as
a group (although he addresses them as such)lsoypersonally (for what he says is
very personal).

This may be seen clearly by reading verse 24 gbtelnd. after these verses.



Paul’s intent is to help them to develop a morespeal faith based upon the faith that
God had already given them. Paul wanted no pattesicept as a fellow helper in the
faith. He understood that faith and Christian glfoate a work from God alone, and are
not dependent upon man’s authority.

Il The mainstays of the Christian

In the first chapter of Il Corinthians there arengoimportant things that reflect the life of
the true believer. Upon reading this passage sktnares, | became aware of five things
that all began with the letter ‘C’ and speak clegadi the life of a believer. These words
are found in verses 3,4,6,7,12 of this chaptery®re the word ‘comfort’ in verses
3,4,and 6; the word ‘consolation’ in verses 5,&] @nthe word ‘conscience’ in verse 12;
and the word ‘conversation’ also in verse 12.

| could not get these words out of my mind, andruponsideration of their meanings |
realized that they are in effect the mainstay$efCGhristian. | was so struck by them that
| wrote them on a piece of paper and taped thetimetalash of my truck where | could
ponder them while | drove. The more | consideredtwhese words taught, the more |
could understand why they were used by Paul utgeinspiration of the Spirit of God to
instruct not only the believers in Corinth, butcay®u and I. | hope that by the conclusion
of these two studies you will gain as much fromirtbensideration as | have. Who
knows, perhaps you will tape them to your dashaoirywehicle and gain more insight
than | have!

A. The believer's comfort and consolation - Hasjion

The first thing that | realized is that comfort aswhsolation go together. The definition
of the word comfort is very interesting. It meanst@e of ease or lack of distress, lack of
sorrow and grief. The English word for comfort canfieom the Latin terms ‘com’ which
means withand the word ‘fortis’ which means to strengthknother words, the word
actually means ‘a state of ease from strengthtagét aide or ease from a position of
strength’.

For example, when a small child skins his knes the response of the parent to give him
comfort or to console him. By so doing, the chddelieved from the grief of the event.
The child gets a sense of ease from the strengtiegfarent; he takes comfort from the
position of the strength of the parent. The usthe$e words together infers a relationship
between a stronger and a weaker thing; the weadténg a sense of relief or lack of

grief from the benefit of the stronger. Insertihg idea of the meaning of these words
into the times it is used in this first chaptefsdels some things about the position of the
believer.



In verses 3-7 the words comfort, comforteth, coteidiand consolation are used. These
words are related to each other. They are eitleerabt word (comfort) or forms of it
(comforteth, comforted, console). In these veraesare given the position of the
believer.

In verse 3 we are given the one from whom we seeiart. God, who is the source of
all mercy, The Father of Jesus Christ, is the gdoferomfort to us. This is a position of
strength, God is the giver of mercies, and we getfort from His strength.

In verse 4 we come to understand that the belisvibie beneficiary of the strength of
God. Because of the mercies of God, and as a bhenhdfie strength of God, we do not
have to fear tribulations (which the CorinthiangWrfirst hand) nor any other troubles
because we are recipients of the strength of God).

In verses 5 and 6 the believer is presented asntagceived salvation from the position
of strength from God Himself. This is his consaat{mercy and comfort in action). In
other words, the believer is granted salvation esalt of the strength of God (comfort)
granted to him by the mercy of God (console — ttt®a of mercy).

In verse 7 Paul identifies with these believera personal way, by telling them that he
and they are all related as beneficiaries of thefod and mercies of God (their
consolation).

We as believers are given our position in thesseserA true believer understands that
without the grace and mercy of God he would be avitthope and lost in this world.
Paul had told these believers this in a previotisieand every believer understands

| Corinthians 1:30, where it says “But of him aeeig Christ Jesus, who of God is made
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctiitcadnd redemption:”

We as believers have comfort because of our ideatidon with Christ. | Cor. 15:49

“And as we have borne the image of the earthy, lvedl also bear the image of the
heavenly.”

These believers, and we as well, are the activ& wbihe strength of God, His mercy in
action which is our consolation.

Il Cor. 16:57 “But thanks be to God, which giveththe victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

The believer, as a result of the strength and mef&od (the position of strength which
is the comfort of God), has received the actiorlisfmercy (consolation). This is the
position of the believer in that we now have peaith God as a result of mercy and
strength.



B. The believer’s conscience and conversationis eidperience

In verse 12 of this passage, Paul speaks of thentesy of conscience. In this particular
instance he is referring to how he knew that theyla correctly receive what he had
written because he understood from deep within &ligkis very inner being or his
conscience) that the Lord was active within them.

Il Corinthians 1:7 “And our hope of you is steadf&mowing that as ye are partakers of
the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the conswidt

Paul is speaking to them about their being perseldiatr their faith, both from within
their assembly and from without. As they were stastdhe understood that the comfort
(mercy and strength) of God was active in themir(ttensolation).

As believers our conscience is changed. The inmet oontrolling force of our person
has been changed by the presence of Christ with{owr comfort). Paul had already

taught this to these believers. | Corinthians ZRA& who hath known the mind of the
Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have thechuhChrist.”

The believer has a new conscience, the mind orcoemse of Christ himself!

As believers, we have within our innermost thoughéscomfort that we have the very
mind of Christ. In a personal sense this is thenesy of our conscience. The lost man
has the testimony of his conscience as a witnesmsstchimself. Paul in Acts chapter 17
spoke of this before the heathen on Mars Hill.

Acts 17:27-28 “That they should seek the Lordhaply they might feel after him, and
find him, though he be not far from every one affos in him we live, and move, and
have our being; as certain also of your own poat®lsaid, For we are also his
offspring.”

The testimony of conscience is the one thing thahan have; the unbeliever has the
testimony of it against himself, and the believas the testimony of it as a comfort. For
the believer has the mind of Christ! This is thpenence of the believer. We have to
understand that we have the mind and conscienCardt, placed within us as a comfort
by God the Father, who is in the position of stterand mercy. This comfort is the
consolation or the comfort of God in action!

It is in verse 12 that Paul speaks of his walk imithe world and towards these believers;
this is his conversation. It is based simply anélgaipon the grace of God and was
evident in how he had conducted himself among thigsoause of his conversation they
knew he was solely interested in their relationstiitn God through faith.

Il Corinthians 1:24 “Not for that we have dominiower your faith, but are helpers of
your joy: for by faith ye stand.”



The correct understanding of the conscience ob#tiever (the mind of Christ) causes
him to have a correct conversation (way of lifefdoe the world, and before other
believers.

Because Paul had the comfort of God, he undersgtedonsolation of God. As he had
these things he received the conscience of Christlas was reflected in his
conversation. Because of these things, he understab confidence that these believers
would receive his words (those of the previousiyntiomed painful letter) and would
grow in their faith.

The believer is to live by his conscience; the noh&hrist will guide his conversation or
way of life!

C. The confident believer

The last thought in this chapter that is of supre@mgortance in the conduct of the
believer is confidence. The word confidence meaieelng of trust in a person or thing,
it also means self assurance. In this case Paukitadthat is confidence, in the person
of God, that these people had received the corofddod within themselves. Because he
understood this he was able to address them frpasi&ion of self assurance. His self
assurance was based upon his confidence in God.dlorerse 12 of this chapter

(Il Corinthians chapter 1) he told them that higire@was not fleshly wisdom, but rather
godly sincerity.

Paul understood that he could have confidence basdélte comfort and consolation of
God. He had the conscience or mind of Christ ta@tim in his conversation.

lll. Examples of confident believers in time past

A. | am afraid that we as believers often faitdake comfort in these things and instead

of conducting ourselves in a confident manner inaftairs in life, we often waste time

in a weakened state. | am not speaking of a cqumioyd manner of confidence, but

rather of a solid God-based confidence that gigethe assurance of the power of God
that is within us! I am speaking of an inner, sgotempered assurance that is based upon
the consolation that if God be for us, who can gpersst us!

The scriptures contain many examples for us comgthe confidence of men of faith.

It is true that some of them did not have as muathtas we have revealed to them. Some
lived their lives in a time when God had not conbgdiehis revelation of the truth. There

is one thing that all of these men had and is ansomthing among them all. They all
understood who they were and who God is. Everyofieem based their trust in what
they understood concerning Almighty God! For tl@ason they are good examples of the
confidence we should strive for as believers. Téléliad the correct viewpoint of God

and men!



B. The examples

1) Moses

Moses is a good example of a believer who hada@hédence of God in him. He lived a
total of 120 years. He spent forty years thinkiegaas everything, forty years thinking
he was nothing, and forty years knowing God wasyhimg. His life is typical of the

life of a believer even in this day. Having beeised in the household of Pharaoh he
knew very little of the God of Israel. | believeatiod was active in the life of Moses
long before he became aware of God.

In Exodus chapter 2: 11-14, we read how Moses (@ttbat time did not know God)
slew another Egyptian who was beating one of thildrem of Israel. This was in the
period of his life when he thought he was everyghifss a result he had to flee to the
wilderness in order to spare his life.

It was during this period of time when he camehiak of himself as nothing. He realized
that he his strength had failed him! In Exodus ¢&ap we read how God revealed
himself to Moses through the burning bush. UponrihgaGod Moses knew without a
doubt that he was nothing. His answer to God wbhkhwhat he wanted him to do, is in
verse 11 of this chapter, Who am I?

After a period of time, Moses goes back to Egygtédorm the task God had for him.
He must go before Pharaoh (Pharaoh considered hianged), and tell him that ‘The |
Am’ wants Pharaoh to let his people go. After aeseof plagues (each one directed
against a god of the Egyptians), Pharaoh letsligraee his land and follow their God. It
is during this journey into the wilderness thatlieve Moses began to learn and to cling
to God and His Word. He became a man of supremigdemate, not in his own power,
but in the Word and strength of God.

This confidence may be clearly seen when he adesd¢he nation of Israel for the last
time in Deuteronomy chapter 29-34. It also is &#éd in verse 10-12, * of the last
chapter in Deuteronomy, “And there arose not alpeopince in Israel like unto Moses,
whom the Lord knew face to face, in all the signd the wonders, which the Lord sent
him to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, andltbia servants, and to all his land, and
in all that mighty hand, and in all the great temdnich Moses shewed in the sight of all
Israel.”

Moses became a man of complete confidence in tiverpof the Lord. It was reflected in
his life before the nation of Israel. In these whgss a type for us as believers in this
day:

1) In each of us there was a time when we relgmhwor own strength; our confidence
was vanity.

2) In His dealings with us, the Lord took us te thilderness of despair and we became
as nothing in our sight.

3) As we mature in our walk with the Lord, we cotoainderstand that the Lord is
everything and rest our trust and confidence upiom &hd his word.



2) Samson

A judge in the land of Israel who also is a typeaonfident believer is Samson. In the
story of Samson (recorded in Judges chapters 184 @&ave a man who was called of
God to judge over Israel. The Lord placed a vowrupion as a child, and empowered
him with great strength. Samson went through aoplest time when he was led astray by
confidence in his great strength. His confidence based upon the wrong thing at this
time in his life, even though he knew that hisrsgth came from the Lord, he began to
believe that the great strength he possessed wais \wim. This is seen when he looked
upon the sign of his strength (his hair), instebdpmon its source (the Lord).

This false confidence left him at the end of His When he realized that his strength
came from the Lord. This is what caused him toqrenfthe seemingly impossible task of
destroying the temple of his enemies while in a&esely weakened state. This true
confidence is seen with the dedication of purpbsé he shows in his last heroic act.
Judges 16:29-30

“And Samson took hold of the two middle pillarsompwhich the house stood, and on
which it was borne up, of the one with his righttiaand of the other with his left. And
Samson said; let me die with the Philistines. Aadbwed himself with all his might;

and the house fell upon the lords, and upon alptaple that were therein. So the dead
that which he slew at his death were more than wiagh he slew in his life.”

When Samson placed his confidence solely upon oine &s the source of his strength,
he was able to perform a mighty deed that surpassexything else he did in his life.

Samson is a type of a believer in this way:

1) As believers we often place our confidence ugpr@nwrong things. Some base their
source of strength upon their relationship withr@ug, such as church membership, or
even upon their association with the MaranathaWethip. They do this because it is
easier than searching out the things of the Loddtaatieving His Word with the
confidence of faith. Their confidence is not bagpdn personal study and meditation
upon the things of God, and may not stand thestoathis life.

2) As a true believer, God is bound to us throtinghblood of His Son; therefore He may
cause us to go through severe hardship, such asd®aim order to bring us to a point of
knowing the true confidence we must have. Thatesconfidence based upon a sincere
and personal relationship upon Him and the trutleaked in His word.

3) Stephen

The account of the martyrdom of Stephen contaieséhord of another believer who
had the correct confidence in the Lord. In the dif&Stephen, we have a believer who is
slain for his testimony concerning the truth of Gbi@ is an example of a truly confident
believer who, knowing that his faith in the trutlswgoing to cost him all he had in this
life, held to it with full confidence. He was alitedo this because he placed his
confidence in the faithfulness of Christ. He lookedhe future instead of upon the
present. This is seen in verses 59 and 60 of Aapter 7.
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“And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, andihggy.ord Jesus, receive my spirit.
And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voiaard.,. lay not this sin to their charge.
And when he had said this, he fell asleep.”

Stephen is an example to us as believers in thys wa

1) Often, even confident believers forget thatghesent is but a fleeting thing (like the
grass it soon withereth and passeth away). Insieehring and living onlyn the

present, we should look with confidence towardsftitgre, knowing our God will supply
our need now and in time yet future.

2) Stephen also reflects a true confidence in Gokli® attitude toward those who were
about to slay him. He asks God to show mercy upemt This tells us that Stephen
understood that even in the worst situations is life, God is still God, and will work all
things out to His own purpose and glory. It is Gdahe who can condemn, and it is God
alone who can give mercy!

There remains one more example of the confidemg\el, and he is introduced in
Chapter 8 of Acts. The life of this man may be lbtlest result of the confidence of
Stephen. | have no doubt that the death of a balike Stephen, whose confidence
rested solely upon God, had an effect upon this. e prayer of Stephen for mercy
upon his persecutors was answered through the tnyimisthis man, not only to Israel,
but also to the Gentiles. This is the subjechefriext study of the confident Christian.

Conclusion:

| understand that in | Cor. Chapter 1 Paul is spep&pecifically to the believers in
Corinth and he has in mind his personal dealingk thiem. He understands their
persecution from both the Jews and the heathenyéry similar to what he faced nearly
everywhere he went. He also had a great sensg @f tbe Lord because they had
received his teachings with the correct attitudeeyfunderstood that he spoke the truth
to them, the truth that he had learned from ChiHstspeaks of these things in the last
chapter of this letter, concluding with these woltl€or. 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Idv@axl, and the communion of the Holy
Ghost, be with you all. A-men.”

By these words we understand that Paul knew tleaititily Spirit of God that these
believers had, as a result of the grace of the ,lmad produced in the correct reception
of his teachings.

There are also many things in this chapter folMds.can see how we take comfort in
God’s strength, and how this comfort consoles usuinneed. As a result of these two
things, we have the conscience of Christ to guigteconversation or way of life. The
final point of our Christian walk is that we becomeonfident believer whose assurance
is in Christ alone.
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