The Final T

Philippians 3:1a, 3b, 8, 9, 10a, 15 and 20

“Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord ... worphod in the spirit, and rejoice in
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the fledrcount all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my L&dwhom | have suffered the loss
of all things, and do count them but dung, thaalyrwin Christ, And be found in him,
not having mine own righteousness, which is ofitlng but that which is through the
faith of Christ, the righteousness of God by fathat | may know him, and the power of
his resurrection, Let us therefore, as many asbeq, be thus minded: and if in any
other thing ye be otherwise minded, God will reveadn this unto you. For our
conversation is in heaven; from whence also we fookhe Saviour, the Lord Jesus

Christ.”
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In order to set the stage for the ideas that | Hoiare with you in this study | believe
that an examination of the text is important. I&#aken the ideas from these verses, and
not the verses in their entire context; | don'tiée this harms their intent.

In chapter 3 of the letter Paul wrote to the Ppiims there are some things that we all
should understand. First, we should look at thasdeithin these verses and then answer
some questions concerning them, in order to prgpertierstand what Paul is discussing.
| have combined the ideas brought out in theseegeaad | would like to look at them in
this way, by listing them in order.

‘Finally, worship God in the spirit; have no corditce in the flesh’. As a believer, | have
the righteousness of Christ; by grace | am declpegtect. My life is not on this earth but
in heaven, where | look and live in my spirit, whieny Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
dwells.

When we consider this letter of Paul, we can loothe surrounding earthly
circumstances, but must also look for the deepegs$ithat are found by considering its
teachings, with respect to the other letters writtéthin this time period of Paul’s
ministry.

A. When was it written

A look at the writings of Paul in a progressive manwill tell us that this letter was
written during the last years of his life. | peratiy believe it was the third letter written
in the post-Acts period of his life. It follows thetters of Ephesians and Colossians.
Because of this, the teachings of Ephesians anols€iahs should be taken into account
when considering Philippians.

At this point in Paul’s ministry the nation of Igtehas been set aside by God (Acts
28:28); the period covered in the book of Acts t@se to a close. Paul had received the
knowledge of the mystery of God, revealed to uSphesians and Colossians, for the
first time within the scripture. This mystery wast God had now recreated man in the
perfect image of God that had been lost by theofaldam. Ephesians 4:13, Colossians
1:27-28, Philippians 3:15a.

“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and tife knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature diullreess of Christ, To whom God

would make known what is the riches of the gloryioé mystery among the Gentiles;
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom preach, warning every man in all
wisdom; that we may present him perfect in Chestu$: Let us therefore, as many as be
perfect, be thus minded.”

It is crucial when considering the writings of P¢hat they are always kept within their
context of time. Always remember the order in whichy were written, especially which
ones are inner-Acts and post-Acts. By remembetieg trder you will be able to look at
God’s truth as it progressively developed to P#ol will also have a good way to keep
the truth in its context. For example, after Paurhe to understand the perfect and
complete man, he never returned to the bondageetdrsy to please God through a



system of do’s and don’ts! Paul thoroughly grasfgdizod-given faith, that he was
indeed made perfect and complete in Christ Jesus!

B. to whom was this letter written?

It was in Acts chapter 16 that we first read of ¢tbening of Paul to the city of Philippi. It
was during his second missionary journey, aftereleeived a vision from God
concerning the need of the people of Macedoniah@dirst came to Philippi in verse 12
of this chapter. These believers held a speciakpia the heart of Paul because of the
love and concern they had for his well being. Pbikns 4:15-16:

“Now ye Philippians know also, that in the begirmof the gospel, when | departed from
Macedonia, no church communicated with me as conuggiving and receiving, but ye
only. For even in Thessalonica ye sent once anith ag@o my necessity.”

These believers were made up of some Jews thawbdland many believers were
former pagan Gentiles that previously worshippedrtany gods of the Romans. These
two verses in Philippians leave me with an intengsthought that I'd like to share with
you.

In verse 15, Paul says that in the beginning ofthepel they helped him with his needs.
Thessalonica was the next major place that Paivkdrin after leaving the city of
Philippi, and these believers in Philippi maintairea active interest in their support of
him.

What intrigues me the most in this verse are thedw/6n the beginning of the gospel'.
Before Paul came to Philippi, we know that he heenbbringing the message of the
gospel to many other people before he ever artiiv&hilippi. So the beginning he
speaks of, is it in reference to his first comingre?

In Acts chapter 20, we read of Paul coming agaihicity. It is in Acts chapter 20 that
we first read of the gospel of the grace of Goahggiresented by Paul. It is also in Acts
chapter 20 that Paul sends to Ephesus for thesetdéhat assembly to meet him on the
isle of Miletus. There he explains to them moréyfthe full counsel of God. Remember
it was to the assembly at Ephesus that the mysfahe complete man created in Christ
Jesus is first explained, following the close @ thcts period.

| believe that the letter of the Philippians is thied letter written by Paul after Ephesians
and Colossians. The complete man in Christ Jedusti®xplained in these letters
(Ephesians and Colossians) and is based upon thglet® understanding of the gospel
of the grace of God.

When Paul refers to the beginning of the gospé#timletter to the Philippians is he
referring to his first encounter (remember he heginbpreaching the gospel to many
others before he first came there), or is he spegaki reference to his second journey
there when he no doubt spoke to them concerningdbpel of the grace of God?
(Remember it is also in Acts 20 where this gospélst mentioned)

| believe that it may be that Paul is speakindghemnt in regards to both events.



He may be telling them that: ‘as you supported ntk leve and understanding at the
first meeting as evidenced by your support of memhleft you to go to Thessalonica,
so also believe me now at the beginning of my wtdading of the gospel of the grace
of God’. Not that he is looking for money or suppoather he is seeking fruit from them,
that they may come to the fullness of the gracéad, in the form of the complete man
created perfect in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:17)

“Not because | desire a gift; but | desire frudttimay abound to your account”

Paul may be telling them that his desire for themat worldly, as in gifts or money, but
spiritual, in the shape of the fruits of the newnmi&indeed Paul did write this letter after
the close of the Acts period, why would he onlyapt them of his first visit? (The first
visit would have been several years prior to ht®ed visit to that city, mentioned in
Acts chapter 20). Because | believe that Paul vedehis revelation in a progressive
manner, culminating in his receiving knowledgehs Grace of God which resulted in
his understanding of God’s complete man. He mugt lh@en using a comparison of
their previous support in order that they might edim grasp the final revelation of God’s
complete man who stands wholly and completely eckat the grace of God.

C. The position of these believers

It is important to remember what Paul understoatteming the relationship that could
be had by a believer at the time he wrote thigletie had been brought to the pinnacle
of God'’s revelation to mankind. He understood, @asaught in Ephesians & Colossians,
that the secret intent of the eternal God wasdaterman anew in Christ Jesus, created
by an act of grace alone, through faith alone. Ago¢ and completed man, spiritually
made perfect through personal identification wite tleath, burial, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. | believe that the believers hefhitippi had access to what Paul had been
teaching concerning these events, and that whigllsehem is built upon what he
understood in Ephesians and Colossians.

Paul is addressing these believers from this mositie desires that they understand this
and bear spiritual fruit and display the very petfeature of their Saviour. | believe that
as we look at this letter in this way, we as bamswan now begin to understand the
deeper things of God that belong to us as membiehaibnew and perfect being.

D. The final things spoken

Paul begins this chapter with the word ‘finallyhi$ word is used in reference to the
ultimate or last things, the things that are thestimmportant. In the verses chosen in this
chapter, | believe we may learn some things thavaal to us as believers.

First, the last thing we learn as believers, ardnérdest thing to do, is to rejoice in the
Lord. This is easy when things are going wellsitvihen things look very bleak that this
is the hardest to do! Yet in the darker hours, sibelievers often forget that when we are



weak, He is strong! When we have come to the enlimfs we must still rejoice in the
Lord. After all we are not in charge!

In Philippians 3 verse 3, we are told the reasorargedo rejoice, we have been set apart
(circumcision was a sign to Israel that they werteapart unto God). We do not have a
physical sign given to us, but one that is spitjtue are to not have any confidence in
the flesh. (Ephesians 4:23-24) “And be renewedhénspirit of your mind; and that ye put
on the new man, which after God is created in @ghsness and true holiness.”

We are told in these verses in Philippians thatweeto worship God in spirit, which |
believe is reflected in the display of the charaofeChrist himself.

In Philippians 3: 8 & 9 we are told that all thingisysical, by which we think we may
reach perfection with God, are of no value whateoevhe keeping of the law given to
Israel could not bring man into declared spirigp@ifection. | believe that spiritual
perfection can never be obtained by physical meahs!believer has attained perfection
by grace, and by faith he has the righteousne&host himself.

In verses 15 and 20 we are told that by understgrtiiat we attain perfection by faith
and despair of all acts of flesh that we are péife€hrist. Therefore we are to conduct
ourselves as the heavenly people we are declateg, wonstantly looking for our
heavenly Lord and Saviour.

The basis for all of these things, and the reasean to rejoice in the Lord is the result
of the unmerited favor of God upon our spirit (retin verse 3 the word spirit is a small
‘s’ meaning it is man’s spirit that has benefiteoih the higher work of God’s Spirit
upon him)

Il. What are these final things?
A. The task before the Complete Man

As believers traveling through the experiencefef khere are three main ways our lives
are measured. 1) our relationship to God, 2) elationship to the world, 3) our
relationship to other believers.

1) The first, concerning our relationship to Gadthie foundation to the performing of
the other two. As believers we have been givens#tipa that is unknown to those who
don’t know Christ and His redeeming work. What hepgpto us as believers is that we
fail to pursueour relationship with God, and so we never seel@ tabattain a correct
relationship with the world and with our fellow lers. As believers, our main goal is
to pursue a correct relationship with God! | betigkat if we actively do this, our
relationship to the world and with our fellow beiges will eventually become what it
should be.



2) Our relationships with the things of the worté always a constant enemy and trial to
us as heavenly people locked in an earthly realrankf we were to physically separate
ourselves from the world we would still find ousigent enemy. A once popular saying
reflects this very well “we have met the enemy, hads us!”

3) Our relationship with other believers ofterieefs the condition of the other two
relationships that we have in this life. As belisyave should be constantly aware that
what we say or do should be uplifting to thosekds faith. | am well aware of my own
failure in this area, and if you are honest withingelf you will agree that we often fall
short of edifying one another. We are always aluanfce, either for good or evil, upon
anyone that we meet!

In this letter to the believers in Philippi, Pasireferring to things that he had written to
the churches in Ephesus and Colossi regardingribkthings that the believer is to
pursue. He gives these believers in Philippi thalfsum of the pursuit of these things
with his admonition ‘to rejoice in the Lord’ in va&s 1 and 3 of this passage in
Philippians chapter 3. As | said earlier, | beli®aul’s revelation was progressive (that is
each truth built upon another), and therefore i ithe letters to the Ephesians and to the
Colossians that we find these final things we arnpursue.

This will not be an exhaustive list of the thingsihd within these letters, but perhaps it
will whet your appetite to find them all and striafter them in your life. | will give you
four items in each of the three categories.

B. Our relationship before God
Ephesians 4:30 & 32, Colossians 3:1, andpgphéns 3:9

“And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby gee sealed unto the day of
redemption. And be ye kind one to another, tendetbd, forgiving one another, even as
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”

“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those thimdgsch are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand of God.”

“And be found in him, not having mine own rightenass, which is of the law, but that
which is through the faith of Christ, the rightenass which is of God by faith.”

Oftentimes we forget that we are indeed forgivenwffaults because of the completed
work of Christ, and that in God’s sight, we areealty risen with Christ, and that above
all else we have been given the righteousnessoidhy Son of God. These facts
concerning our relationship with the God of thevense should indeed cause us to
rejoice in the Lord! Because we have the very $pfrGod we cannot cease to forever
be his. The believer who has come to a firm staptinfaith that he is complete and
perfect in Christ must now seek the very charaat€hrist himself!



C. Our relationship to the world
Ephesians 4:21 & 22, Colossians 1:21 & 22j#iians 3:3

“If so be that ye have heard him, and have begghtathe by him, as the truth is in Jesus:
that ye put off concerning the former conversatlmold man, which is corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts.”

“And you, that were sometime alienated and enemigeur mind by wicked works, yet
now hath he reconciled in the body of his fleslotigh death, to present you holy and
unblameable in his sight.”

“For we are the circumcision, which worship Godhe spirit, and rejoice in Christ
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.”

Through the finished work of Jesus (God in thelfjase have been given the power to
lay down our old nature and have been presentantd&fod (our Father) as holy and as
unblameable as is His Son. Because of this weatenger enslaved by our old man and
can now truly worship God in our renewed spirityihng no confidence in the flesh.

As believers, the hardest thing we face is the grguacknowledgement of the death of
our old nature. By this | don’t mean only the deeflsur fleshly nature (that is the sins
that so easily beset us); | mean the flaws of édicbaracter that are seen in the ways we
conduct ourselves in life. Often a believer maynsée be free of the corruption of
evident sins, yet still not reflect the true chéeaof the new nature. This is due to either
ignorance or unwillingness to conform to the retflae of his Lord within his spirit. | am
not pointing fingers here, for | see myself lackinghis area far more than any of you!

It is interesting that as we consider church histee will see how in the Middle Ages
many sought a holier life by withdrawal from thendo Martin Luther, for example,
sought to withdraw from the world and purify hinfdey self denial. His conclusion was
that no matter what he did he still had his straggith his old worldly nature.

Paul, in Romans chapter 7, goes through this samnggée. He finally realizes that his
strength to deal with his wicked nature lies with bord. He concludes in Romans 8
versel that he indeed has no condemnation throhgktQesus. What a far higher
calling to be a witness for the miracle of a grasi&od in a wicked world, rather than
one shut off from contact with others. The testi;mohPaul was that we as believers
who understand his revelation should be as heaviight in a dark world!

D. Our relationships with other believers
Ephesians 4: 20-25, Colossians 3: 8-10,1Rhdippians 3:20

“But ye have not so learned Christ; if so be trahgve heard him, and have been taught
by him, as the truth is in Jesus: that ye put offaerning the former conversation the old
man, which is corrupt according to deceitful lustsg be renewed in the spirit of your
mind; and that ye put on the new man, which afted 3 created in righteousness and



true holiness. Wherefore putting away lying, speagéryman truth with his neighbor: for
we are members of one another.”

“But now ye also put off all these; anger, wratlalice, blasphemy, filthy
communication out of your mouth. Lie not one totheo, seeing ye have put off the old
man with his deeds; and have put on the new maithvig renewed in knowledge after
the image of him that created him: Put on therefasdahe elect of God, holy and
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humblenessirad, meekness, longsuffering;
forbearing one another, if any man have a quaga&inst any: even as Christ forgave
you, so also do ye. And above all these put onitsharhich is the bond of perfectness.”

“For our conversation is in heaven; from whence ale look for the Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ.”

In these verses we see the basis for our behawart other believers. When we were
identified by faith in the death, burial, and resgtion of our Lord we became as one
already dead. We became dead (crucified) in the bbdtis flesh through death
(Colossians 1:22) this is the truth that we havéesus. We are dead in Jesus (the earthly
title of Christ); we are raised in Christ (the healy title of Jesus). Our old man is dead
in Jesus, our new man is alive in Christ, and stvaxee passed from death into life.

As members of the heavenly Christ we must enactdng nature in our conduct towards
others; not only with others in the world, but hestlof all, with our fellow believers! It is
easier for us to find fault with a brother tharsito overlook his faults through the eyes
of our Saviour. | must tell you all that | am lacgiin many areas in my Christian walk. |
am not perfect, yet | understand that | must poestowards perfection!

In Colossians chapter 3 verses 23-25 there are #ungs that I've often wondered
about. In these verses Paul gives us, as memb#re nEw and perfect man who has
been created in Christ Jesus, these instructidsl Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as
to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of tleed ye shall receive the reward of
the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. Bathat doeth wrong shall receive for the
wrong which he hath done: and there is no resgfqursons.”

As members of the perfect man that we are in Ghwisthave heard him and been taught
by him, the truth that is in Jesus). Because okt#wire position that we now have in
Christ (we are forgiven), we no longer have any tdaeternal judgment (he cannot deny
himself). Brethren, since these things are so,ccilde that what we ought to fear most
is our failure to embed the principles of the natof Christ into our character?

God is no respecter of persons in this regard. We Ibeen told by His Apostle that we
are to put on these things. It could be that wélvalheld to account for our failure to
strive to put on these things that belong to the n&n.

| believe that these final things that we all lackmuch of are the remaining things for us
to put into practice, as those who have been aeat€hrist Jesus. We will be
accountable for these things that are laid oulearly for us in the letters to the churches
of Ephesus and Colossi. Ignorance will be no excuse



Charity, or love, is the bond of perfection andisplayed to its fullest in these final
things. Remember our way of life is now in heawehere we are to look for our Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ!

[1l. Conclusion

A. What we need to understand

In conclusion, | hope that you understand that beea&f the progressiveness of the truth
of God, what Paul speaks of in his letter to th#ifhans is built upon what he had
taught in his previous letters, Ephesians and G@as. When he speaks to the brethren
in chapter 3 of Philippians he has in mind thelfthangs of the new and perfect man that
he presented in Ephesians and Colossians. The dionmoathese things is given to us
briefly in this chapter in Philippians. (chapter 3)

B. The unique spirituality of Christianity

The things which deal with our relationship to God concluded for us in verses 3, 8
and 9. Our relationship is not based on any worthefflesh; we now have the
righteousness of Christ and can now worship Gobiwibur spirit, which is now made
alive.

Because we have heard him, and have been taudjnniipe truth which is in Jesus, our
old man is dead and we must now put on the qualitieghe new man.

In verses 15 and 20 of the third chapter of Phidipp we see that we are required to put
on these things because we are perfect and thatengow a heavenly people who have
been created in Christ Jesus.

C. Things that bind us
All of these final things that we are to put on eemvery difficult for us to do, for at least
two reasons:
1) Many believers remain ignorant of the posithat they could have as a new man.
2) Those believers who have come to undedstagir new position before God don’t
actively seek and desire God to enaddlthings within their lives. They seem
guite content with the lack of the deetlthe flesh, yet sorely lacking in the true
spiritual gifts of the complete man.
| would be less than honest to say that | seelettiesgs as hard as | should, yet |
understand that | must press on towards them!

D. What we should be

As believers we have to understand that we are to dpiritual people. We have to seek
the correct spirit in all that we do. If we faihdwe will, we must get up, dust ourselves
off and strive on towards the state of perfectimat tGod has declared us to have.

Philippians2:13 “For it is God which worketh in yboth to will and to do of his good
pleasure.”



As believers we are far more than merely beingvdedd from the weakness of the flesh.
We are to be a spiritual people, delivered fromfthities of the human spiriffo be
honest, we would have to admit that we often battthe conflict with the flesh, and at
the same time neglect our conflict in the spirit.

It is my opinion that much of the divisions tha¢ @resent among those who know the
Lord are due to their failure to pursue a maturesthike spirit in all things. A true spirit
within us that is similar to the Spirit of Christkes years to develop within the believer.
| believe that if the Corinthian assembly had bxkbed more of a true Christian spirit
there would not have been such divisions among thdm true Spirit of Christ is one of
charity or love. | believe the spirit of charitytlse true spirit of the complete man and is
shown in the final things we are to pursue withim character. Individual spiritual
maturity will eliminate most of the divisions anulife in a collective group of Christians.

| believe Paul came to a progressive understardfitigese final things. It can first be
seen by what he said to the Corinthian assemblZiorinthians chapter 13.

“When | was a child, | spake as a child, | undesdtas a child, now we see through a
glass darkly, now abideth faith, hope charity, éhtsee, but the greatest of these is
charity.” (I Corinthians 13: 11a, 12a and 13).

As Paul learned the importance of love towardsrsths he progressed through life, he
finally reached the conclusion in the revelationhedf spirit of the new man.

Philippians 1:10-11

“That ye may approve things that are excellent; yeamay be sincere and without
offense till the day of Christ; being filled withe fruits of righteousness, which are by
Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.”

The final things of the spirit of the complete nae the things that reflect a sincere spirit
that is without offence; they are part of the smfirighteousness which we must strive
for! These are the final things of true Christidnaxacter. They may be summed up in
theses words “Finally, my brethremgjoice in the Lord!”
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